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Phonological Awareness and Phonics Recommendations

· Assess the child for their understanding of letter sounds and the corresponding grapheme i.e. does the child know the sound for the letter ‘d’. If this is secure, precision teach letter sounds/graphemes possibly using an intervention such as Read, Write, Inc/Letters and Sounds or develop your own multi-sensory programme bespoke to the child’s level. Support for this can be given from the STS team. 

· Enclose ‘Alphabet Games’ Handout
Link awareness of sounds to letters by playing alphabet games using wooden or plastic letters, or home-made letter cards.  Follow the suggestions on the enclosed handout to link the games to the level of learning needed.  Skills that can be taught by using these activities include:
· knowledge of word structure
· short and long vowel sounds
· teaching letter names
· learning alphabetical order (learn in stages: a-g, h-l, m-q, r-u, v-z).
· sequencing
· vowel and consonants (encourage child to use these names)

· Extend the activity to matching upper - lower case letters.  (Both capital and lower-case letters will be needed for this).

· Play games to encourage careful listening to sounds in words. e.g.  The Phoneme Box/The Sound Box

Collect some pictures of consonant vowel consonant words.	
		




	
	


	
Examples of instructions that can be given: -

How many sounds can you hear in cat?  Write the letter in each box for c-a-t.
Can you hear the initial/medial/final sounds?
Extend this to four letter words (e.g. help, stop, hand).
· Use the phoneme frame to teach phonic blends as units of sound e.g. 

	t
	ea
	m



	g
	oa
	l



· Use the phoneme frame to teach syllables as units of sound, using phonic blends and suffixes and prefixes e.g.

	pop
	u
	la
	tion



· Teach identification of long and short vowel sounds within words by playing games e.g.
· Teacher says word.
· Pupil makes agreed sign for long or short vowel.

           Visual cue cards can act as a support in this game.
· Play Games using consonant and vowels to make cvc, ccvc and cvcc words.  

· Help make new words with a newly taught phonic blend e.g. so that they can transfer phonic knowledge to make other words, and to encourage rhyme generation. Playing pairs games is a good and fun way to teach new phonic blends. 

	cake
	day

	take
	play

	make
	stay



· Teach long and short vowels and to use both when trying to build and segment a word.  This can be done through playing games and asking the pupil to listen to the sounds within the word.

· Encourage accurate pronunciation of all letters. Show how the sounds are made with the tongue and teeth and provide the pupil with a mirror so that they can watch the movements made by their own mouth when producing the sounds.


· Some pupils find it much simpler to break words up into ‘onsets’ and ‘rimes’ than into single phonetic units: - fl/at rather than f-l-a-t.  When teaching use units of sound rather than discrete phonemes.

· Play games to give practice in recognising and recalling letters/words quickly.  Fast recognition of letters is important for reading and recall for spelling. 

· To support segmenting and blending skills in multi-sensory activities use the alphabet arc or magnetic letters on whiteboard to: -
· recognise letters by touch and sight.
· sound out simultaneously.
· manipulate letters to form different words.

· The pupil may need to be taught to apply the skill of segmenting a word into the phonemes and the recombining/blending.

· Display letters and sounds phonemes/graphemes and refer to regularly and/or provide sound/grapheme/phoneme mats.  

· A class chart or desktop mat would help build on phoneme sounds for spelling.

· Enclose Word Attack Skills handout.

· The pupil appears not to have secured 'word attack' skills and will need a reading intervention which focusses on these.  

· Activities to help support work with syllables could include using different coloured pens/highlighters for each syllable or cutting up the long words and reassembling them. This could be done on the computer or interactive whiteboard with different colours, dragging parts of the words together.

· Work on syllables needs to be continued to include common prefixes and suffixes so that the pupil can learn to use their phonic knowledge in blending and segmenting longer words.
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