
WORD ATTACK SKILLS HANDOUT


The most important word attack skill is the segmentation of words into:
· Phonemes  						 s/i/t
· Onset and rime 					gr/an
· Syllables 						com/bat
· Morphemes - base words and prefixes
  		           and suffixes		 		cat/s


To attack words the pupil must be able to:

· Link graphemes to phonemes
· Blend these in VC and CVC words and then progress to longer words
· Recognise other letter patterns
· Long and short vowel sounds
· Vowel digraphs e.g. ai, ea, ie, oa, ue, oi
· Consonant digraphs e.g. ch, sh, th

To improve the pupil’s accuracy in reading, the following strategies are useful:

· Divide one–syllabled words into phonemes (sounds s/I/t), or onset/rime (gr/an).
· Divide longer words into syllables (a two syllabled word like combat, into com/bat).
· Divide base word into prefix/root/suffix e.g. un/kind, kind, kind/ness. 
· It is important for a pupil to be able to spot the S suffix, for example to see cats as cat/s, to prevent them from glancing at the whole word and miss-reading it as cast.
· In reading practice, focus on word structures that the pupil needs to practice.
· Give targeted words in a simple activity. 
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