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Writing Recommendations
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· Prior to any written work provide the opportunity to orally rehearse and share ideas.  This will help to clarify plans for writing.

· After discussion of ideas, encourage the use of a mind map/storyboard/writing frame. 

· To enable the child to create a scaffold to give structure to their writing. 

· Prepare a list of words and/or phrases related to the topic. Encourage the child to think of a sentence that includes these words.  

· Work with an adult or a writing partner to talk about and build a sentence together.  They can use this strategy to build up to writing an extended piece of work.

· Use an adult writing partner to act as a scribe, if needed. The adult could write down the sentence created, and the child could then copy this.

· If working on punctuation and sentence structure, the adult could write the sentence, cut it up into each word and then give to the student to create the sentence and place punctuation correctly. Then copy this out into their books. 

·  Model the writing process in a small group situation to reinforce previous class teaching.  The pupils should provide the ideas for the teacher to write in sentence form.

·  Stimulate creative writing through images.

· When marking, or developing editing skills, concentrate on one aspect of the writing task at a time.  Choose which skill (spelling, punctuation, grammar/sequencing) is most vital, at that time and link to learning objectives/targets.

·  Pair with a ‘friendly’ peer tutor to support the editing of the pupil’s own work.  As an editing tool, pupils generally enjoy using highlighters.

· Reinforce understanding of sentence structure by using alternate-coloured pens/pencils/strips of paper to indicate clear sentence demarcation.  This could be used individually or as a group activity in which each pupil has a different coloured pen.

· Consider using Colourful Semantics resource. 

· Remind the pupil how to use appropriate punctuation.

· Provide the pupil with a range of sentence starters to encourage more adventurous sentence types. 

· Give the pupil a list of word classes to be included. For example, you need to add a verb, adjective, adverb. 

· Encourage children not to start too many sentences with a personal pronoun such as ‘I’. 

· Take advantage of ICT resources to write directly onto a computer with voice recognition technology. Use ICT to reinforce sentence structure using different colour and fonts for each sentence.

· To increase the speed of writing, encourage the pupil to write for a set amount of time and then count how many words they have written. Then build on this over several sessions aiming to increase the number of words used appropriately. 
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